
U.S. BOARD ON GEOGRAPHIC NAMES 
DOMESTIC NAMES COMMITTEE 

Eight Hundred and Twenty-eighth Meeting 
September 10, 2020 – 9:30 a.m. 

(Virtual Meeting) 
 
Members and Deputy Members in Attendance 
Meghan Barrett  Department of Homeland Security 
Wendi-Starr Brown  Department of the Interior (Bureau of Indian Affairs) 
Andrew Griffin  Department of Defense (U.S. Army Corps of Engineers) 
Thad Ellerbe   Department of Commerce (Office of Coast Survey) 
Andrew Flora   Department of Commerce (Census Bureau) 
Brenda-Anne C. Forrest Government Publishing Office 
Chris Hammond  Department of the Interior (U.S. Geological Survey) 
Elizabeth Kanalley  Department of Agriculture (U.S. Forest Service) 
Michael Karau   Department of Homeland Security (Chair) (not voting) 
Susan Lyon Department of Defense (U.S. Army Corps of Engineers) (Vice Chair) 
Veronica Ranieri  Library of Congress 
Ron Salz   Department of the Interior (U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service) 
Mike Shelton   Department of the Interior (National Park Service) 
Timothy St. Onge  Library of Congress 
Michael Tischler  Department of the Interior (U.S. Geological Survey) 
Tara Wallace   Department of Commerce (Office of Coast Survey) 
 
Ex-Officio 
Glenn Guempel, Acting Executive Secretary, U.S. Board on Geographic Names / Domestic Names 
    Committee 
Trent Palmer, Executive Secretary, U.S. Board on Geographic Names / Foreign Names Committee 
 
Staff 
Julie-Ann Danfora, U.S. Geological Survey 
Matthew O’Donnell, U.S. Geological Survey 
Jennifer Runyon, U.S. Geological Survey 
 
Guests 
Josefa Baker, U.S. Geological Survey 
John Evans, U.S. Geological Survey 
Ryan Nichols, Department of the Interior 
Deb Nordeen, National Park Service 
Sergio Rodriguez, U.S. Geological Survey 
Foreign Names Committee staff 
 
1.  Opening  
 
Chair Karau opened Meeting 828 of the Domestic Names Committee (DNC) at 9:30 a.m. and 
requested a roll call of the attendees.  The meeting was held virtually, due to ongoing concerns 
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regarding the COVID-19 pandemic.  The chair invited the members to review the reports that were 
distributed previously and to email any questions or comments to the staff.   
 
2.  Minutes of Meeting 827 
 
The minutes of Meeting 827, held 13 August 2020, were approved by affirmation with minor edits. 
 
3.  Reports 
 
[The following reports were distributed by email prior to the meeting.] 
 
3.1  BGN Chairman (Wallace) 
 
Wallace announced that Forrest will be stepping down as chair of the Special Committee on 
Communications (SCC) at the end of September and that Vice Chair Lyon has agreed to fill the 
position.  The SCC will be seeking a new vice chair.  Reports for the BGN Fiscal Year 2020 
Annual Report to the Secretary of the Interior should be submitted to Forrest. 
 
The BGN continues to be in the news regarding changes and proposed changes to names that 
individuals and groups find offensive. 
 
The Foreign Names Committee (FNC) met virtually on Tuesday 1 September with a large 
attendance, including members of the Permanent Committee on Geographical Names for British 
Official Use (PCGN).   
 
The Advisory Committee on Undersea Features will meet virtually on Thursday 24 September. 
 
The Library of Congress will hold its annual Book Festival virtually on 25-27 September. 
 
The quarterly Full Board meeting will be held virtually on Tuesday 20 October. 
 
The United Nations Group of Experts on Geographical Names meeting is scheduled for 3-7 May 
2021. 
 
If any members wish to order a BGN polo shirt, please submit orders soon; at least 12 orders are 
needed to have a batch made. 
 
Wallace thanked everyone for their continued efforts and support of the DNC meetings.  
 
3.2  BGN Executive Secretary (Palmer and Guempel) 
 
Palmer reported that the FNC will meet Tuesday 8 December, presumably virtually.  He also noted 
that the planned staff exchanges between the BGN and the PCGN staff are postponed due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 
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Guempel had no report but reminded members that a BGN Executive Committee meeting needs to 
be scheduled soon. 
 
3.3  Special Committee on Communications (Forrest) 
 
Forrest affirmed that she will continue to serve as SCC chair through the end of the fiscal year, and 
that she will complete the work on the Annual Report.  She reminded all committee chairs and 
USGS and NGA leadership to begin compiling data for the report, noting significant highlights, 
decisions, activities, events, and membership for FY20. 
 
The SCC is assisting the Special Committee on Tribal Geographic Names and Communication in 
its research, outreach, and recommendations for more responsive communication, interaction, and 
correspondence with federally recognized Tribes on the matter of geographic names. 
 
The SCC continues to update the BGN brochures located on the Resources page of the BGN 
website.  Lyon is also designing a new brochure that will focus on the process of naming features 
under Tribal jurisdiction, which it is hoped can be distributed among federally recognized Tribes 
and their representatives. 
 
In the future, the SCC plans to develop and evaluate procedures to process requests from the BGN 
for action items, projects, and long-range tasks.  The SCC will also assist in the identification of 
resources, timetables, and/or the need for volunteers to support these requests.  
 
3.4  Executive Secretary (Guempel) 
 
Guempel had no report.  He announced that his detail as Acting Executive Secretary for the DNC 
has been extended through December 2020.   
 
3.5  Staff (Runyon) 
 
Staff continues to receive inquiries from the general public, State Names Authorities, and the 
media regarding the policies and procedures for naming and renaming features, including how to 
propose changes to offensive names.  Staff has been processing many new proposals in preparation 
for Quarterly Review List 441, which will be released on or about 1 October.   
 
There is continued interest in efforts to change the name of Mount Evans in Colorado.  Runyon 
participated in a call with local citizens, two Tribal members, and a Clear Creek County 
Commissioner about the status of proposals already received and future steps in the review 
process.  Staff provided a summary of all pending cases to the Colorado Geographic Naming 
Advisory Board (CGNAB), and Runyon will participate in the first meeting of the CGNAB on 17 
September.   
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Runyon was interviewed by Sierra Magazine about the BGN’s history and process, with a focus 
on the efforts to change the name of Mount Evans and Tribal involvement in the process. 
 
There has been recent media attention to efforts to change the name of the ski resort at Squaw 
Valley, California.  The change would apply only to the administrative feature (the ski resort 
itself), the name of which is not under BGN purview.  The official name of the valley and other 
associated natural features remains Squaw Valley, despite some local and online map use of the 
name Olympic Valley.  No proposal has been received to change any of the natural feature names. 
 
Runyon received an invitation to make a presentation on the BGN and Policy X, Tribal 
Geographic Names at a “To Bridge a Gap” conference in April 2021.  This was in response to her 
briefing in August to the U.S. Forest Service Office of Tribal Relations. 
 
At the request of the USGS Congressional Liaison Office, Runyon prepared an overview of the 
ongoing efforts to apply the new name Miracle Mountain to an unnamed summit in Utah and 
partially within the Uinta-Wasatch-Cache National Forest.  The name refers to “a significant 
wildfire in 2018 that seemed poised to destroy houses but [the community] was ‘miraculously’ 
saved by a shift in the wind.”  No proposal has been submitted to the BGN or to the Utah 
Geographic Names Committee, but a bill, H. R. 722, has been introduced in the Congress, which if 
passed would make the name official for Federal use.  The U.S. Department of Agriculture and the 
Department of the Interior have been asked to provide input. 
 
The Wyoming Board of Geographic Names inquired about the Federal renaming process, in 
response to a request that all “Squaw” names in the State be changed.  Staff provided an overview 
of the BGN’s policies and procedures and suggested that each name should be considered on a 
case-by-case basis. 
 
Runyon responded to an inquiry from the Director of Collections at the Harvard University 
Herbaria regarding “USGS protocol for addressing racial or derogatory language on specimen 
labels.”  
 
The proposal for the new summit name Gator Top in North Carolina (Review List 440) was 
withdrawn by the proponent after the county government objected to the name and proposed that 
the local name Stiles Mountain be made official instead; the proposed replacement would 
commemorate a family with a long association with the county. 
 
Runyon participated in the Foreign Names Committee meeting on 1 September. 
  
3.6  GNIS and Data Compilation Program (McCormick) 
 
There was no report. 
 
 
 

https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/722/text?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22hr722%22%5D%7D&r=1&s=1
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3.7  Special Committee on Tribal Geographic Names and Communication (Kanalley) 
 
Kanalley reported that the committee met following last month’s DNC meeting and would be 
meeting again after this meeting.  The committee is continuing to focus on developing a 
communication strategy; specifically, how better to engage Tribal governments in the BGN’s 
activities. 
 
4.  BGN Initial Review of New Proposals (Karau and Runyon) 
 
Karau apologized that due to other work obligations he was unable to work on this item since the 
last meeting.  This item will be on hold until the next DNC meeting, when members will discuss it 
further. 
 
5.  Docket  
 
Please refer to the attached Docket for a description of each proposal.  For new names approved at 
this meeting, the newly assigned GNIS Feature ID (FID) has been noted following the name.   
 
I. Staff-Processed New Names, and Name and Application Changes agreed to by all interested 

parties - none 
 
II. Disagreement on Docketed Names 
 
Jade Lake, Alaska (Lake Clark National Park and Preserve / Jay S. Hammond Wilderness) 
(Review List 440) 
 
A motion was made and seconded to not approve the name.  
 
  Vote:  15  in favor 
                0  against 
                0  abstentions 
 
Balish Brook, Massachusetts (Review List 440) 
 
A motion was made and seconded to not approve the name, citing a belief that the name does not 
satisfy the requirements of the Commemorative Names Policy, and in agreement with the negative 
recommendations of the local government and the State Names Authority.  
 
 Vote:   15  in favor 
                0  against 
                0  abstentions 
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Change Sherruck Brook (FID 965091) to Parnassus Creek, New York (Review List 440) 
 
A motion was made and seconded to not approve the change, citing a reluctance to change a 
longstanding name, and in agreement with the negative recommendations of the local government 
and the State Names Authority.  
 
 Vote:   15  in favor 
                0  against 
                0  abstentions 
 
The members affirmed the name Sherruck Brook for Federal use. 
 
III. New Commemorative Names and Changes agreed to by all interested parties 
 
Every Lake, Alaska (Review List 440) (FID 2813482) 
 
A motion was made and seconded to approve the name.  
 
 Vote:   15  in favor 
                0  against 
                0  abstentions 
 
Doolittle Run, Florida (Eglin Air Force Base lands) (Review List 440) (FID 2813483) 
 
A motion was made and seconded to approve the name.  
 
 Vote:   15  in favor 
                0  against 
                0  abstentions 
 
Teague Branch, Florida (Eglin Air Force Base lands) (Review List 440) (FID 2813484) 
 
A motion was made and seconded to approve the name.  
 
 Vote:   15  in favor 
                0  against 
                0  abstentions 
 
Change Hodgson Brook (FID 867533) to Hodgdon Brook, New Hampshire (Review List 438) 
 
A motion was made and seconded to approve the change.  
 
 Vote:   15  in favor 
                0  against 
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                0  abstentions 
 
Malicki Creek, Ohio (Review List 438) (FID 2813486) 
 
A motion was made and seconded to approve the name.  
 
 Vote:   15  in favor 
                0  against 
                0  abstentions 
 
Guild Brook, Vermont (Review List 440) (FID 2813487) 
 
A motion was made and seconded to approve the name.  
 
 Vote:   15  in favor 
                0  against 
                0  abstentions 
 
Change Negro Hill (FID 2027183) to Nokes Hill, Virginia (Review List 440) 
 
A motion was made and seconded to approve the change.  
 
 Vote:   15  in favor 
                0  against 
                0  abstentions 
 
IV. Revised Decisions - none 
 
V.  New Names agreed to by all interested parties 
 
Rocky Ravine Creek, Alabama (Review List 439) (FID 2813488) 
 
A motion was made and seconded to approve the name.  
 
  Vote:  15  in favor 
                0  against 
                0  abstentions 
 
Blacklion Bay, Florida (Naval Air Station Key West) (Review List 439) (FID 2813489) 
 
A motion was made and seconded to approve the name.  
 
 Vote:   15  in favor 
                0  against 
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                0  abstentions 
 
Gristmill Creek, Florida (Review List 440) (FID 2813485) 
 
A motion was made and seconded to approve the name.  
 
 Vote:   15  in favor 
                0  against 
                0  abstentions 
 
Cougar Brook, Maryland (Review List 439) (FID 2813490) 
  
A motion was made and seconded to approve the name.  
 
 Vote:   15  in favor 
                0  against 
                0  abstentions 
 
Vincent Lake, Michigan (Review List 438) (FID 2813491) 
 
A motion was made and seconded to approve the name.  
 
 Vote:   15  in favor 
                0  against 
                0  abstentions 
 
Cold Springs, Vermont (Review List 440) (FID 2813492) 
 
A motion was made and seconded to approve the name. unanimous 
 
 Vote:   15  in favor 
                0  against 
                0  abstentions 
 
6.  Other Business 
 
There was no other business. 
  
7.  Closing 
 
The meeting adjourned at 10:05 a.m.   
 
The next Domestic Names Committee meeting is scheduled to be held 8 October 2020, at 9:30 
a.m., at the Department of the Interior, Kiowa Room.  (The meeting will likely be held virtually.) 
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       (signed)    
       
 
       _____________________________________ 
       Glenn Guempel, Executive Secretary [Acting] 

Domestic Names Committee 
 
         
APPROVED 
(signed) Michael Karau 
 
 
_______________________ 
Michael Karau, Chair 
Domestic Names Committee 
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U.S. BOARD ON GEOGRAPHIC NAMES 
DOMESTIC NAMES COMMITTEE 

DOCKET 
September 2020 

 
Unless otherwise specified, in accordance with the BGN’s Policy X:  Tribal Geographic Names, 
a link to the Quarterly Review List containing each proposal was sent to all federally recognized 
Tribes, and to Tribal Historic Preservation Officers for which an email address was available.  
The Tribal authorities were given 60 days to comment on any proposal.  If no response(s) were 
received regarding a proposal, it is presumed to indicate a lack of opinion. 
 
I. Staff-Processed New Names, and Name and Application Changes agreed to by all 

interested Parties - none 
 
II. Disagreement on Docketed Names 
 

Jade Lake, Alaska 
(Lake Clark National Park and Preserve / Jay S. Hammond Wilderness) 

(Review List 440) 
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=60.358467&p_longi=-153.198567 
 

    Support Oppose No 
opinion 

No 
objection 

No 
response 

Local government Kenai Peninsula Borough Assembly* X     
State Names Authority Alaska X     
Federal Agency NPS  X    
Tribes        
Other Mountaineering Club of Alaska* X     
 Three AK flying services** X     
 Cook Inlet Region, Inc.*     X 

* contacted by State Names Authority 
** provided by proponent 
 
The new name Jade Lake is proposed for a 50-acre lake in the Chigmit Mountains in Kenai 
Peninsula Borough.  The lake is located 18 miles southwest of Redoubt Volcano and within the 
Jay S. Hammond Wilderness in Lake Clark National Park & Preserve.  The proponent, a pilot 
and owner of the Redoubt Mountain Lodge, states that he found the lake while flying in the area 
and visits it whenever possible.  He provided this reasoning for the name:  “When the lake is 
calm and the sun is shining directly on the water it illuminates like a Jade stone.  The lake and 
immediate area epitomize wild, scenic and rugged Alaska.  As Jade is the state gem of Alaska, it 
also makes for a very suitable name (in my opinion).” 
 
The proponent originally submitted the proposal to the Alaska Board on Geographic Names (AK 
BGN) in 2018 and reported:  “I have spoke[n] with numerous long-time pilots who have been 
flying in the area and no one has ever mentioned knowing of the lake.  I have never seen 
evidence of another person or aircraft at this lake in the 6 years I have been visiting its location.  

https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=60.358467&p_longi=-153.198567
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Ultimately, you need to know where [the] lake lies in order to find it as it is not located in any 
sort of fly through area and it has mountains surrounding it.  Satellite images will show water 
feature; however, it can still be challenging to find without specific directions.  Furthermore, it is 
not large/long enough for planes larger than [a] lightly loaded DHC-Beaver to access.” 
 
At the time of the original submission, the proponent did not provide a justification for applying 
a new name in a Federal wilderness area.  The AK BGN contacted the Kenai Peninsula Borough 
Assembly for its opinion and they passed a resolution in support.  The Mountaineering Club of 
Alaska also supported the proposal.  However, the National Park Service did not recommend 
approval, stating, “there is no overriding need to name this feature.”  In February 2019, the AK 
BGN voted to disapprove the proposal.  It was not forwarded to the BGN for its consideration. 
 
One year later, the proponent resubmitted the proposal to the AK BGN, this time with his 
justification for an exception to the BGN’s wilderness policy:  “I strongly believe that naming 
this lake will drastically increase safety for pilots flying in the area.  This can be done by 
approving my application thereby creating a named feature in a rugged area void of prominent 
and named geographic landmarks. . . this area has become a popular fly through route when 
weather allows. . . Crescent Lake is the most visited area in Lake Clark National Park with the 
second most visited being Silver Salmon Creek to the South followed by Twin Lakes to the 
West.  All of these areas are within a close proximity of one another with this specific lake lying 
beneath the direct route. . .  For commercial operators visiting either, it is common practice to 
detour flights on arrival or departure and offer their customers beautiful flightsees.  These 
flightsee detours place planes very close to the lake. . . direct flights from Crescent Lake to Twin 
Lakes or Port Alsworth place planes nearly right over top of this lake.  I strongly believe that 
naming this lake could significantly increase safety and response time in the event of an airplane 
crash in the nearby area.  ‘Jade Lake’ could serve as a critical reporting point for pilots flying the 
area as well as Search & Rescue response.  This lake lies in a very rugged location of the 
Chigmit Mountains within the Alaska Range.  Although steep and rugged there are multiple 
passes that are used by pilots crossing the Alaska Range.  I can personally attest to using a 
number of these high mountain passes and recognizing the lack of prominent and or named 
features in the area. . . [which] are a good distance from [the] lake and do not serve as great 
reference points in the event of responding to a downed aircraft.  Furthermore, due to the 
elevation of [the] lake and surrounding mountains, radio transmissions on CTAF frequencies 
reach the Port Alsworth region as well as large portions of Lake Clark Pass, Seldovia and 
multiple locations along the west side of Cook Inlet.  I have spoke[n] with multiple pilots both 
private and commercial who fly the area and they have all unanimously agreed that a named 
feature is this particular part of the Chigmit Mountains would be beneficial.”  The Redoubt 
Mountain Lodge Facebook page has used the name Jade Lake. 
 
The National Park Service continues to recommend disapproval of the proposal, citing the 
Wilderness Policy and a lack of a need to name the feature.  
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Balish Brook, Massachusetts 
(Review List 440) 

Mouth: https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=42.602&p_longi=-
71.69385 
Source: https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=42.61405&p_longi=-
71.69216 
 

    Support Oppose No 
opinion 

No 
objection 

No 
response 

Local government Lunenburg Town Selectmen  X       
State Names Authority Massachusetts   X      
Federal Agency N/A      
Tribes           X 
Other Lunenburg Conservation Commission   X       

 
The new name Balish Brook is proposed for an unnamed 0.85-mile-long tributary of Mulpus 
Brook in the Town of Lunenburg in Worcester County.  The stream flows through land managed 
by the Town of Lunenburg and the Town’s Cowdrey Nature Center. 
 
The name would commemorate the proponent’s great-uncle Harry Balish (1915-1980), who was 
born in Pennsylvania and died in Oregon.  During World War II and the Korean War, Col. Balish 
served in and commanded several airborne infantry divisions.  He received the Bronze Star, the 
Distinguished Service Cross, and the Silver Cross.  He commanded the U.S. Army Garrison 
Field Command at Sandia Base in New Mexico, served as an U.S. Army Information Officer at 
the Presidio in San Francisco and in Germany, and was a staff officer with the Joint U.S. Military 
Mission in Turkey.  Col. Balish taught military science and tactics at Montana State College and 
authored “The Battle of Nancy: A Double Envelopment.”  The proponent, who lives along the 
stream, confirmed that Col. Balish had no connection to Massachusetts, but believes he should 
be recognized for his service to the nation.  The proponent provided signatures from seven 
neighbors who support the name.   
 
The Town of Lunenburg Board of Selectmen and the Massachusetts State Names Authority 
recommend that the proposal not be approved because Col. Balish had no association with 
Lunenburg or Massachusetts.  The Town Selectmen reported that the Lunenburg Conservation 
Commission discussed the proposal and had acknowledged Col. Balish’s service in WWII, but 
also voted to not support the proposal. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=42.602&p_longi=-71.69385
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=42.602&p_longi=-71.69385
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=42.61405&p_longi=-71.69216
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=42.61405&p_longi=-71.69216


13 
 

Change Sherruck Brook (FID 965091) to Parnassus Creek, New York 
(Review List 440) 

https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesrimap?p_lat=42.1559175&p_longi=-
75.2882293&fid=965091 
 
    Support Oppose No 

opinion 
No 

objection 
No 

response 
Local government Tompkins Town Board  X    
 Masonville Town Board  X    

 Delaware County Board of 
Supervisors  X    

State Names Authority New York  X    
Federal Agency N/A      
Tribes       X 
Other Delaware County Historian  X    

 New York City Department of 
Environmental Conservation  X    

 New York State Department of 
Environmental Conservation 

    X 

 
This proposal is to change the name of Sherruck Brook in the Town of Tompkins and the Town of 
Masonville in Delaware County to Parnassus Creek.  The stream, a 4.6-mile-long tributary of 
Cannonsville Reservoir, flows through a section of Steam Mill State Forest and also through land 
administered by the New York City Department of Environmental Protection. 
 
The proponent, whose family lives along the stream, states that locals are not familiar with the 
name Sherruck Brook and instead refer to the stream as Parnassus Creek.  He believes the name 
derives from the locally-known “Parnassus Springs” that flow into the stream about halfway along 
its length, and that “Parnassus” refers to Mount Parnassus in Greece:  “In particular, Parnassus is 
noted in classical literature for its wooded ridges, and indeed the Parnassus Springs flow down a 
heavily wooded ridge.  [The] stream is surrounded on all sides by such ridges.”  The only record of 
“Parnassus Springs” is a Google Maps “scenic spot” record, which provides no information as to 
the source of the name. 
 
The name Sherruck Brook has appeared on USGS topographic maps since 1926.  The origin of the 
name has not been determined.  It was published as early as 1890 in Summer Homes Among the 
Mountains on the New York Ontario & Western Railway and continued to appear in local, State, 
and Federal documents, including 1960 and 1981 reports by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers; 
New York Codes, Rules and Regulations; a 1963 report of the Board of Water Supply of the City 
of New York; and current New York State Department of Environmental Conservation data.  The 
name was also published in 2004 in a USGS Flood Report and is referenced in USGS stream gage 
records. 
 
An unincorporated community, destroyed by the construction of Cannonsville Reservoir, once 
existed at the confluence of Sherruck Brook and Trout Creek.  Late 19th century atlases named it 
Shurruck or Shurruck Creek.  USGS maps in 1924 and 1926 and a 1944 Army Map Service map 

https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesrimap?p_lat=42.1559175&p_longi=-75.2882293&fid=965091
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesrimap?p_lat=42.1559175&p_longi=-75.2882293&fid=965091
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show the name as Rock Royal, while postal records list the post office name as “Shurruck Creek,” 
“Shuruck”, “Sherruck” and finally “Rockroyal.”  The latter name came from the Rock Royal dairy 
cooperative located at the mouth of the stream. 
 
III. New Commemorative Names and Changes agreed to by all interested parties 
 

Every Lake, Alaska 
(Review List 440) 

https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=60.764722&p_longi=-151.129167 
 
    Support Oppose No 

opinion 
No 

objection 
No 

response 

Local government Kenai Peninsula Borough 
Assembly* 

    X 

       
State Names Authority Alaska X     
Federal Agency N/A      
Tribes       X 
Other Landowners around lake** X     

 Cook Inlet Region, Inc. 
(landowner)** X     

 Kilauea Trust 
(landowner)** X     

 Alaska Mental Health 
Trust (landowner)*    X  

 Kenaitze Indian Tribe*     X 

 Salamatof Native 
Association*     X 

 Nikiski Community 
Council*     X 

 City of Kenai Mayor*     X 
 Kenai Peninsula Clarion*     X 

 

two former neighbors, a 
family friend, two retired 
employees of Cook Inlet 
Aquaculture Association, a 
retired manager of the 
Alaska Department of Fish 
and Game, and a former 
Alaska State Senator** 

X     

* contacted by State Names Authority 
** provided by proponent 
 
The new commemorative name Every Lake is proposed for an unnamed lake in Kenai Peninsula 
Borough at Milepost 33.5 on the Kenai Spur Highway.  The name would commemorate Ivan E. 
“Hank” Every (1930-2014), who homesteaded at the lake.  Mr. Every’s wife, who submitted the 
proposal, still lives at the lake.   
 

https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=60.764722&p_longi=-151.129167
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Mr. Every moved to Alaska with his family in 1956 and they began living at the lake in 1962.  He 
worked at the Standard Oil Refinery in Port Nikiski and at Wildwood Air Force Station (both 
located to the southwest of the lake towards Kenai), and as a sheet metal worker in the area and on 
the Trans-Alaska Pipeline.  According to his obituary, his passion was commercial fishing.  He 
was an incorporator and member of the Cook Inlet Aquaculture Association and served on their 
Board of Directors from 1976 to 1978, and was the association’s representative to the Cook Inlet 
Regional Planning team from 1978 to 1995.  Mr. Every advocated for salmon enhancement 
projects and in 1981 helped construct the Scurvy Creek fish ladder, located about 100 miles to the 
south near the tip of the Kenai Peninsula. 
 
In addition to the proponent, several other individuals or groups own land around the lake:  two 
private citizens; Cook Inlet Region, Inc.; the Alaska Mental Health Trust; and Kilauea Trust.  The 
proponent obtained support from the private citizens and Cook Inlet Region, Inc.   
 
One former Cook Inlet Aquaculture Association employee who supports the proposal wrote that 
the association “has maintained a file on Hanks Lake [sic] for over 30 years”; the proponent noted 
that she knew of no other use of the name Hanks Lake. 
 

Doolittle Run, Florida 
(Eglin Air Force Base lands) 

(Review List 440) 
Mouth: https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=30.503594&p_longi=-
86.520072 
Source: https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=30.490448&p_longi=-
86.548149 
 
    Support Oppose No 

opinion 
No 

objection 
No 

response 

Local government Okaloosa County Board 
of Commissioners X     

State Names Authority Florida    X  
Federal Agency DoD X     
Tribes       X 
Other N/A      

 
The new name Doolittle Run is proposed for an unnamed 2.3-mile-long tributary of Toms River on 
Eglin Air Force Base (AFB) in Okaloosa County.  The name is one of two proposed for streams by 
the Eglin AFB Natural Resources Soil Conservation Project Manager.  He previously proposed the 
name Restoration Branch, which was approved by the BGN in October 2019. 
 
The name would commemorate General James Harold Doolittle (1896-1993), who had a long 
career in the Army Air Corps from 1917 to 1946.  He made numerous pioneering flights and won 
many awards for flying speed and technique.  He helped develop artificial horizontal and 
directional gyroscopes and made the first flight completely by instruments.  In 1942, as a 
lieutenant colonel, Doolittle was selected to lead Special Aviation Project No. 1, the first aerial raid 

https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=30.503594&p_longi=-86.520072
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=30.503594&p_longi=-86.520072
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=30.490448&p_longi=-86.548149
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=30.490448&p_longi=-86.548149
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on Japan during World War II.  The raid, known as the “Doolittle Raid,” took place on April 18, 
1942.  Doolittle trained the B-25 crews at Wagner Field on Eglin AFB, then known as Auxiliary 
Field #1, located 15 miles northeast of the stream.   
 
According to Doolittle’s Air Force biography, “The daring one-way mission on April 18, 1942 
electrified the world and gave America’s war hopes a terrific lift.  As did the others who 
participated in the mission, Doolittle had to bail out, but fortunately landed in a rice paddy in 
China near Chu Chow.”  Doolittle received the Medal of Honor for the mission “for conspicuous 
leadership above and beyond the call of duty, involving personal valor and intrepidity at an 
extreme hazard to life.  With the apparent certainty of being forced to land in enemy territory or to 
perish at sea, Lt. Col. Doolittle personally led a squadron of Army bombers, manned by volunteer 
crews, in a highly destructive raid on the Japanese mainland.”  He was promoted to brigadier 
general and also received two Distinguished Service Medals, the Silver Star, three Distinguished 
Flying Crosses, Bronze Star, four Air Medals, and decorations from Great Britain, France, 
Belgium, Poland, China, and Ecuador.  Later, he commanded the 12th Air Force in North Africa, 
the North African Strategic Air Forces, the 15th Air Force in the Mediterranean Theater, and the 
8th Air Force in Europe and the Pacific.   
 
After retiring from active duty, he served as vice-president and director of Shell Oil (where he had 
previously worked as the manager of their Aviation Department), as special assistant to the Air 
Force chief of staff on scientific matters, and as chairman of the board of Space Technology 
Laboratories.  He became the first person in Air Force Reserve history to wear four stars in 1985 
when he was advanced to full general on the Air Force retired list. 
 

Teague Branch, Florida 
(Eglin Air Force Base lands) 

(Review List 440) 
Mouth: https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=30.54969&p_longi=-
86.52798 
Source: https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=30.54553&p_longi=-
86.55514 
 

    Support Oppose No 
opinion 

No 
objection 

No 
response 

Local government Okaloosa County Board 
of Commissioners X     

State Names Authority Florida    X  
Federal Agency DoD X     
Tribes       X 
Other N/A      

 
The new name Teague Branch is proposed for an unnamed 1.8-mile-long tributary of Turkey 
Creek on Eglin Air Force Base (AFB) in Okaloosa County.  The proposal is the second of two 
submitted to name streams by the Eglin AFB Natural Resources Soil Conservation Project 
Manager. 

https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=30.54969&p_longi=-86.52798
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=30.54969&p_longi=-86.52798
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=30.54553&p_longi=-86.55514
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=30.54553&p_longi=-86.55514
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The name would commemorate Dennis David Teague (1955-2015), who for 25 years served as 
an Endangered Species Biologist for the Jackson Guard Natural Resources Office at Eglin Air 
Force Base.  The proponent reports that Mr. Teague “was a dedicated civil servant who worked 
to increase the Florida endangered wildlife population.  He served as a lifelong mentor, bringing 
forward younger natural resource professionals, instilling a passion for sustainable ecosystem 
health, as well as for the global community.”  Before working with Eglin AFB, Mr. Teague 
volunteered with the Peace Corps in Tanzania, where he helped establish community fish farms.  
He also worked for Everglades National Park and Great Smoky Mountains National Park. 

 
Change Hodgson Brook (FID 867533) to Hodgdon Brook, New Hampshire 

(Review List 438) 
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesrimap?p_lat=43.0725884&p_longi=-
70.7717201&fid=867533 
 

    Support Oppose No 
opinion 

No 
objection 

No 
response 

Local government Portsmouth City Council     X 

 Rockingham County 
Commissioners    X  

State Names Authority New Hampshire X     
Federal Agency N/A      
Tribes       X 
Other N/A      

 
This proposal is to change the name of Hodgson Brook, a 2.5-mile-long stream that flows into 
North Mill Pond in the City of Portsmouth in Rockingham County, to Hodgdon Brook.  The 
stream flows in part through the Portsmouth International Airport at Pease.   
 
The proponent, a member of the Hodgdon family, is asking that the name be changed to recognize 
his family’s long-time association with the stream.  He reports that the family lived and worked the 
land around the stream from the 1700s until 1953, when they were forced to move when Pease Air 
Force Base was constructed. 
 
USGS maps applied the name Hodgdon Brook from 1916 and 1918; Army Map Service and U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers maps also used the name in 1941 and 1952.  In 1956, USGS maps began 
using the name Hodgson Brook.  The proponent comments, “Most likely this was done 
unintentionally by the cartographer.”  There is no evidence that the BGN was involved in the 
change.   
 
Local news articles have used both forms of the name.  The City of Portsmouth’s Annual Storm 
Water Report for Calendar Year 2017, submitted to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, 
uses both names; the 2019 Portsmouth Capital Improvement Plan FY 2020 to FY 2025 used only 
Hodgson Brook.  In 1995, the Pease Air Force Base, Disposal and Reuse Environmental Impact 
Statement used the name Hodgson Brook.  The New Hampshire Department of Environmental 

https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesrimap?p_lat=43.0725884&p_longi=-70.7717201&fid=867533
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesrimap?p_lat=43.0725884&p_longi=-70.7717201&fid=867533
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Services website lists the “Hodgson Brook Restoration Project.”  A short street near the stream is 
called Hodgdon Lane. 
 

Malicki Creek, Ohio 
(Review List 438) 

Mouth: https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=41.38506&p_longi=-
81.49939 
Source: https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=41.4018&p_longi=-
81.49724 
 
    Support Oppose No 

opinion 
No 

objection 
No 

response 
Local government Oakwood Village Council     X 
 Bedford Heights City Council X     
 Cuyahoga County Council     X 
State Names Authority Ohio X     
Federal Agency N/A      
Tribes       X 
Other Bedford City School District* X     
 Hull & Associates, Inc. (land 

developer)* X     

* provided by proponent 
 
The new name Malicki Creek is proposed for a 1.5-mile-long tributary of Hawthorne Creek in 
Cuyahoga County.  The stream heads in the City of Bedford Heights, flows for short distance 
through the Village of Oakwood, and back into Bedford Heights.   
 
The name is proposed by the Tinkers Creek Watershed Partners to commemorate the Malicki 
family; according to the proponent, the stream runs behind the former Malicki homestead.  The 
Transportation Supervisor for the Bedford City School District reports that John Malicki (1908-
1974) acquired the property in 1941 and the family was supportive of efforts to restore a section 
of the stream; in recommending approval of the name, he cites their “long-term dedication to the 
homestead and commitment to the stream.” 
  

https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=41.38506&p_longi=-81.49939
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=41.38506&p_longi=-81.49939
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=41.4018&p_longi=-81.49724
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=41.4018&p_longi=-81.49724
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Guild Brook, Vermont 
(Review List 440) 

Mouth: https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=43.16165&p_longi=-
72.55732 
Source: https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=43.17544&p_longi=-
72.54601 
 

    Support Oppose No 
opinion 

No 
objection 

No 
response 

Local government Rockingham Town 
Selectboard* X     

State Names Authority Vermont X     
Federal Agency N/A      
Tribes       X 

Other Rockingham Conservation 
Commission* X     

 Guild family member 
(landowner)* X     

 34 local residents* X     

*contacted by proponent 
 
The new name Guild Brook is proposed for a 1.5-mile-long tributary of Weaver Brook in the 
Town of Rockingham in Windham County.  The name would commemorate Malcolm Guild 
(1935-2014), who lived along the stream from 1965 until his death, and who worked with the 
Vermont Land Trust to conserve 113 acres within the stream’s watershed.  Mr. Guild served as a 
Naval aviator and later worked in information technology.  The Guild family has lived in the 
area since 1809. 
 

Change Negro Hill (FID 2027183) to Nokes Hill, Virginia 
(Review List 440) 

https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesrimap?p_lat=39.0226242&p_longi=-
77.4041125&fid=2027183 
 

    Support Oppose No 
opinion 

No 
objection 

No 
response 

Local government Loudoun County Supervisors X     
State Names Authority Virginia X     
Federal Agency N/A      
Tribes       X 

Other Loudoun County Heritage 
Commission X*     

* proponent 
 
This proposal, to change the name of Negro Hill in Loudoun County to Nokes Hill, was 
submitted by the Loudoun County Office of Mapping and Geographic Information, on behalf of 
the Loudoun County Heritage Commission.  The 0.6-mile-long summit has an elevation of 417 
feet and is located in the eastern part of the county in the unincorporated area of Sterling.   

https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=43.16165&p_longi=-72.55732
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=43.16165&p_longi=-72.55732
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=43.17544&p_longi=-72.54601
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=43.17544&p_longi=-72.54601
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesrimap?p_lat=39.0226242&p_longi=-77.4041125&fid=2027183
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesrimap?p_lat=39.0226242&p_longi=-77.4041125&fid=2027183
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The Commission recommends the name Nokes Hill, which would recognize the long association 
between the Nokes family and the area.  George Washington Nokes leased and later owned land 
beginning in 1904, followed by Carl Albert and Clarence Nokes, who bought land on the hill.  
The Nokes were one of several Black families who operated dairy farms in the area, which was 
known for many years as Nokesville.  In 1926, the property was sold to the county for continued 
use as Nokes School, which operated until World War II.  A descendant of the family reports 
that the hill is often referred to as Nokes Hill.  The county noted that “While the ridge has gone 
by other names, the Nokes name remains well-known in Sterling [and] the road at the base of the 
hill is called Nokes Boulevard.” 
 
The name Nokes Hill was submitted as a counterproposal to Douglass Hill (Review List 438) 
which was subsequently withdrawn in favor of the current proposal.  The latter name was 
proposed by a resident of Alexandria, who works in the vicinity of the feature and who believes 
the existing name is “antiquated . . . and racist as it is a term that implies black inferiority.”  The 
name would have honored the American abolitionist Frederick Douglass.  The County Board of 
Supervisors was asked to comment on the original proposal for Douglass Hill; the county agreed 
that the name should be changed but noted that Mr. Douglass had no association with Loudoun 
County or the hill in question.  The Supervisors asked the Loudoun County Heritage 
Commission to review the matter.   
 
The name Negro Hill was added to the GNIS database in 2004, citing local knowledge, with the 
pejorative form recorded as a variant.  The hill was first labeled as Negro Hill on USGS 
topographic maps in 2016. 
 
IV. Revised Decisions - none 
 
V. New Names agreed to by all interested parties 
 

Rocky Ravine Creek, Alabama 
(Review List 439) 

Mouth: https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=34.21689&p_longi=-
87.60005 
Source: https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=34.23428&p_longi=-
87.61385 
 

    Support Oppose No 
opinion 

No 
objection 

No 
response 

Local government Haleyville City Council* X     
 Winston County Commission X     
State Names Authority Alabama X     
Federal Agency N/A      
Tribes       X 
Other N/A      

* provided by proponent 
 

https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=34.21689&p_longi=-87.60005
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=34.21689&p_longi=-87.60005
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=34.23428&p_longi=-87.61385
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=34.23428&p_longi=-87.61385
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This proposal is to make official the name Rocky Ravine Creek for an unnamed 1.8-mile-long 
tributary of Clear Creek in Winston County.  The stream heads in the City of Haleyville and 
flows through Haleyville City Lake. 
 
In 1961, the city government renamed Haleyville City Park to Rocky Ravine Park.  In February 
2020, the Haleyville City Council passed a resolution to apply the name Rocky Ravine Creek to 
the stream flowing through the park.   
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Blacklion Bay, Florida 
(Naval Air Station Key West) 

(Review List 439) 
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=24.584894&p_longi=-81.660013 

 
    Support Oppose No 

opinion 
No 

objection 
No 

response 
Local government Monroe County Commissioners X     
State Names Authority Florida X     
Federal Agency DoD    X  
 NOAA X     
Tribes       X 

Other Commanding Officer, Naval Air Station 
Key West* X     

 Key West Navy League Key West Council* X     
 Key West Military Affairs Committee* X     
 Rotary Club of Key West* X     

 Key West Sunrise Rotary Club in the Conch 
Republic* X     

* provided by proponent 
 
This proposal is to make official the name Blacklion Bay for an unnamed bay in Monroe County.  
The bay is on the east side of Boca Chica Key and between East Rockland Key on the north and 
Geiger Key on the east and south.  The bay is partly within Naval Air Station Key West and the 
Florida Keys National Marine Sanctuary, managed by the National Oceanographic and 
Atmospheric Administration. 
 
The proposed name refers to the Strike Fighter Squadron 213 (VFA-213) “Blacklions,” which is 
based at Naval Air Station Oceana in Virginia.  The Blacklions have trained for combat at NAS 
Key West for over 50 years.  In 2018, the Air Station and the surrounding community began 
referring to the bay as Blacklion Bay after two airmen in the Blacklions squadron lost their lives 
in a training accident.  They attempted to safely fly a failing F/A-18F Super Hornet back to the 
field but crashed into the bay. 
 
A special marine warning issued by the National Weather Service Key West facility on 
December 22, 2019 referred to Blacklion Bay. 
 

Gristmill Creek, Florida 
 (Review List 440) 

Mouth: https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=30.61585&p_longi=-
84.01193 
Source: https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=30.59454&p_longi=-
84.05523 
 

    Support Oppose No 
opinion 

No 
objection 

No 
response 

https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=24.584894&p_longi=-81.660013
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=30.61585&p_longi=-84.01193
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=30.61585&p_longi=-84.01193
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=30.59454&p_longi=-84.05523
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=30.59454&p_longi=-84.05523
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Local government Leon County Commission X     
State Names Authority Florida    X  
Federal Agency N/A      
Tribes       X 
Other N/A      

 
This proposal is to make official the name Gristmill Creek for a 3.4-mile-long stream that flows 
into the north end of Lake Miccosukee in Leon County, 17 miles northeast of Tallahassee.  The 
proponent reports that the name refers to a gristmill that operated along the stream in the early 
1900s and that his ancestors “always called it Gristmill Creek.”  A road located a short distance 
to the south of the stream is named Gristmill Creek Road. 
 

Cougar Brook, Maryland 
(Review List 439) 

Mouth: https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=39.51886&p_longi=-
76.40031 
Source: https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=39.51703&p_longi=-
76.4095 
 

    Support Oppose No 
opinion 

No 
objection 

No 
response 

Local government Harford County Council X     
State Names Authority Maryland X     
Federal Agency N/A      
Tribes       X 
Other N/A      

 
The new name Cougar Brook is proposed for an unnamed 0.6-mile-long tributary of Elbow 
Brook in Harford County.  The name refers to the mascot of Fallston Middle School, which is 
located adjacent to the stream.  Seventh grade students studied this stream in their science 
classes. 
 
A query of GNIS found no features in Maryland with “Cougar” in their names.  A stream named 
Panther Branch is 14 miles to the northwest; the origin of this name is unknown. 
 

Vincent Lake, Michigan 
(Review List 438) 

https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=42.792113&p_longi=-85.435483 
 
    Support Oppose No 

opinion 
No 

objection 
No 

response 
Local government Caledonia Township Trustees X     
 Kent County Commissioners     X 
State Names Authority Michigan X     
Federal Agency N/A      
Tribes       X 
Other N/A      

https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=39.51886&p_longi=-76.40031
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=39.51886&p_longi=-76.40031
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=39.51703&p_longi=-76.4095
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=39.51703&p_longi=-76.4095
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=42.792113&p_longi=-85.435483
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This proposal is to apply the new name Vincent Lake to an unnamed 12-acre lake located along 
Vincent Avenue SE in Caledonia Township in Kent County.  The proponent wishes to name the 
feature to aid in its identification and to allow it to be entered into the Michigan Clean Water 
Corps Cooperative Lakes Monitoring Program (CLMP). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cold Springs, Vermont 
(Review List 440) 

https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=43.130773&p_longi=-72.443537 
 

    Support Oppose No 
opinion 

No 
objection 

No 
response 

Local government Rockingham Town Selectboard* X     
State Names Authority Vermont X     
Federal Agency N/A      
Tribes       X 
Other Bellows Falls Historical Society* X     
 Rockingham Conservation Commission* X     

*contacted by proponent 
 
This proposal is to make official the name Cold Springs for a spring-fed reservoir in the Village 
of Bellows Falls in Windham County.  The name was published in the 1958 volume History of 
Rockingham County.  The reservoir was presumably formed from digging out a spring and was 
reportedly used as a backup water supply for the Village of Bellow Falls between 1950 and 
1970.  The flowing spring generally prevents the resevoir from freezing in the winter and the 
open water makes the area attractive to birds year-round. 
 
The proponent reports that other locally used names for the reservoir include Cold Spring Pond 
and Cold Springs Pond.  The name Cold Pond is currently used on the Bellows Falls Historical 
Society website.  Cold Spring appeared in a 1951 article in the Brattleboro Reformer. 
 

https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=43.130773&p_longi=-72.443537

